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                                              Greetings from Bishop Suheil Dawani 

Dear Friends,  
 
This has been a wonderful month of Celebration and Harvest, particularly for our children and 
young people. 
 
We have been able to celebrate with many of our Educational Institutions as they have had their 
Graduations.   This has been a real opportunity for their students, of all ages, to have their 
studies recognised and rewarded.   It is always a joy to be able to affirm them and those who 
have nurtured and worked with them throughout the year.    
 
These events remind and affirm for us the importance of education in this land as we strive to 
educate the next generation of children and young people in the Middle East to have 
opportunities to study, both in schools and higher education, to obtain the best qualifications 
that they can to equip them to stay in this land and make a contribution to a peaceful and just 
future. 
 
Confirmation services of our parishes also provide the opportunity to pray for and nurture the 
young people in our congregations as they continue their journey with our Lord Jesus Christ.   
We are very aware of the heavy pressures on them and ask for your continued prayers for them as they live out their 
faith day by day.         
 
The high point for us all was the celebration of Pentecost here in the Cathedral.   We were joined by Priests and 
Parishioners from all over Galilee and the West Bank, as well as others from around the world, as they shared 
Worship and lunch together. It is always very special to be able to celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit ‘all together 
in one place’. 
 
However, we continue to be very conscious of those within the wider family of the Diocese in Syria and Iraq who are 
not able to celebrate freely and continue to live in fear and threat of death and where so many have been martyred 
over recent months. 
 
We ask for and greatly value your continuing prayers for all the work of this Diocese. 
 
Salaam, Peace  

 
+ Suheil Dawani 

May 2015 Newsletter  

The Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem 
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“Celebrating the Holy Spirit”  
 

St George’s the Martyr Cathedral- Jerusalem 

By the Very Rev. Hosam Naoum, Dean 

 

There is no better place to celebrate the feast of Pentecost than in 

Jerusalem; in the very city where Acts 2 explains this event.  “When the 

day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound 

like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole 

house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire 

that separated and came to rest on each of them.  All of them were filled 

with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 

enabled them. (Acts 2:1-4) 

 

The place where the church was born, where it all started and 

continues to this very moment! This was also the theme of the sermon 

for this year by the Archbishop ‘Continuing Pentecost’ “what happened 

at Pentecost is never complete because it is an ongoing event from the early 

days of the Church and into the present day”. 

 

Every year the celebration of Pentecost in the Diocese is an important 

event with the Cathedral a central point of celebration, not too far 

from the place where it took place in the biblical account.   This year, 

on Sunday 24th May, the Cathedral was filled with parishioners on this 

special day. The day was filled with many highlights! 

 

The Holy Eucharist service was presided over by Archbishop Suheil 

Dawani.   More than 500 people from the different parishes of Galilee: 

Reineh, Nazareth, Shefa’amr, Haifa and from the West Bank - 

Ramallah, Birzeit, Zebabdeh, Jerusalem, as well as the Philippines, 

Korea, USA, UK and other parts of the world.  Parishioners, Priests, 

Pilgrims, Friends from all the around come to celebrate the coming of 

the Holy Spirit.  
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With a procession led by the St George’s 

School Scouts’ Band, the Archbishop and 

Clergy entered the Cathedral, and the 

service started with hymns, prayers and 

worship both in English and Arabic. 

Worshippers gave thanks and prayed for 

the Church and the wider world. 

 

After the conclusion of the service, 

worshipers shared a light meal at the St 

George’s School premises organized by our 

dear Chef Shadi and his team from St 

George’s Guest House.   With a warm 

welcome by Archbishop Suheil Dawani to those present, Arabic music and hymns started. We had a great time 

with Rev Hanna Dalley, lead singer, Rev Fuad Dagher, guitar, and myself on the accordion. 

 

Today we continue to live the promise “Continuing Pentecost is the empowerment of Jesus’ disciples as well 

as us today.   We are the witnesses to that great message of God spreading his mercy and love to all 

humankind.”   

 

The lunch was concluded with a great Arabic 

sweet coffee and the extra special Nablus 

delight Knafe. 

 

Rev Canon Timothy Biles (UK):  ‘Being with 

our dear brothers and sisters at the Anglican 

Cathedral of Jerusalem this morning is as near to 

the first Pentecost as you can ever get! After the 

service, I met people from all around the world 

who have made a tremendous effort to get here: 

Ecuador, Scotland, USA, Italy, Korea, Philippines, 

Korea and of course from all over the Holy Land. 

This is my fourth year attending the Pentecost 

Service and worshipping with the Church of 

Jerusalem is just absolutely superb’.  

 

Anne Hawley (USA):  ‘Pentecost 

Sunday is a beautiful service at St 

George's. Seeing all the clergy together 

in their robes is an impressive sight 

which makes me think of how the first 

Pentecost might have been with the 

Holy Spirit descending in the Upper 

Room- each speaking his own native 

language- which for us as a church, is 

Arabic and English. The time of Holy 

Communion with all the priests 

gathered around the table to feast and 

feed us while kneeling at the altar was 

quite moving. What an amazing time 

of worship.’  
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Graduation Ceremonies across the Diocese! 
 

Interview with the Most Reverend Suheil Dawani, Archbishop of Jerusalem and the Middle East 

By Sami Khoury, Programs Director 

 

May is the main month of School and 

Kindergarten graduations across the 

Diocese.  Kindergarten children step 

up into the mainstream schooling 

system, while high school young men 

and women move into a new phase of 

exploration into how they can mature 

further and become more productive 

and active citizens within their 

communities. 

This year, during the month of May, 14 

out of 17 institutions have graduated 

more than 500 students from different 

sections, while the remaining institutions are planning to graduate their students in June. 

 

What makes Graduation Ceremonies special to you? 

 

Graduation is a very special time of transition for 

our dear students. It’s the joy of maturing and 

moving on.  However, the journey of planting and 

nurturing the seeds of skills and knowledge for 

the past 12 years has to be continued.   It is best 

described by Einstein “the value of education is 

not the learning of many facts, but the training of 

the mind to think”.  

I personally enjoy being with these young men 

and women encouraging them to take further 

steps into the future.  It’s the time of seeing the 

joy of accomplishment in their eyes and also the 

joy in the eyes of their proud parents.  These 

events also give me the opportunity to see the 

creativity of the institutions’ staff in organizing the 

graduation ceremonies and celebrating these students’ transition.  I also get to see many future graduates who 

are participating in the singing, dancing, and presentations during the events.  

 

What makes the Diocesan Educational Institutions special? 

 

For us in this Diocese, Education is one of the most important pillars of our ministry, next to Pastoral care, 

Health care and relief.   Educational institutions for me personally are so important because they build 

generations who can lead societies.  In the Middle East, a region torn by strife has its own challenges.   In these 

institutions, the young men and women alike are given opportunities to thrive.  In our region where extremism 

is prevailing, our institutions nurture a culture of acceptance, peace and acceptance of the other.  

 

What does the future look like for the Diocesan Institutions? 

 

Equity, equality, and quality are all characteristics of our current educational institutions, but we are 

strengthening a very important component in education: Inclusive Education.    This means that our schools 
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strive to have programs for children with special 

needs. This ministry started through institutions 

such as Princess Basma School in Jerusalem, the 

Holy Land Institute for the Deaf in Salt (Jordan).    

Children with disabilities have the same 

opportunity to sit and study in the same classroom 

with other students.  Other schools, such as Savior 

School (Zarka), Bishop School (Irbid), Jofeh Center 

are also currently providing special classrooms to 

prepare children with special needs to be 

integrated into the mainstream schools.  

 

 

 

What the main challenges to the Educational Institutions in the Diocese of Jerusalem? 

 

We depend on God for the provision of 

education, as with all the other ministry pillars. 

The challenges that we currently face are 

related to infrastructural development initiatives 

that improve the environment of our schools.  

These include classroom expansion or 

refurbishment; the provision of appropriate and 

supportive materials and equipment; the tuition 

subsidies and support for children with special 

needs. 

 

We have many partners and individuals around 

the world who are standing by our side and 

helping us provide the best educational 

opportunities for our students.   We appreciate their efforts and commitment to see these institutions grow 

and thrive. We invite our friends and partners to help us continue this important ministry in the Holy Land. 

 

In conclusion, what would you like to say to the Educational Institutions in the Diocese of 

Jerusalem? 

 

Let me start with a special thank you to all the 

directors who have provided leadership in these 

institutions over the years.  They have worked 

tirelessly in guiding them and supporting their 

staff to become what they are today!   To all of 

the educators, teachers, counselors and staff - 

another thank you!  

Without their diligent work our ministry would 

be incomplete.  

 

After all, our first ministry in the Diocese 

started with education and establishing schools 

and educational facilities to help orphaned 

children in the West Bank, Jordan, and the 

Galilee.  
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NEWS FROM OUR INSTITUTIONS… 

 
DAY OF FUN, Competitions and hard work!  
 

Christ School / Elementary School - Nazareth 

 

On a day full of energy, sportsmanship, competition and fun, the Christ School (elementary section) organized 

a special Open Sports Day for students’ grade 4-6. 

 

“Our children love these special days. They come hyped up and ready to compete 

and win. As part of our value at the school, we help them understand that in 

group competitions working together to win is a far more important value than 

winning in itself” said the section principal Mrs Eva Nusair. 

 

Each game was composed of a station of fun. Children had to think together and 

work hard together to get to the end line.   Towards the end of the day, the 

school Principal recognized the hard work of the students and the winning teams 

of the event. She also sincerely thanked the organizers of the program Mr: Fadi 

Oluyemi, Mrs Saeda Najjar and Mr. Abdullah Zaher for the organization of the 

different fun games with the innovation of the 10th graders of the school.  

 

She also thanked all the teachers who have coached the children during the day 

and the participating students for their high sportsmanship and hard work. 

 

Christ School in Nazareth is one of the educational institutions of the Diocese of 

Jerusalem; the first school was built next to the Church in year 1851. The current one 

serves more than 1200 students grades KG-12 (young men and women) from the 

Nazareth and nearby villages.   

 

  

 

 

 

Extracurricular activities & academic excellence - two sides of the same coin 
 

St Georges’ Elementary School – Jerusalem  

 
St George’s School in Jerusalem is renowned for its high quality education for the Jerusalem community since it 

was founded in 1899.  During May, the elementary 

section of the school has been busy with many 

extracurricular and special activities where 

children were able to participate in a ‘hands on’ 

way. 

The month started off with a special event 

“Robotics Competition” on May 3rd. The event 

was organized by Faisal Husseini Foundation at the 

Ibrahemia College in Jerusalem.  Five students of 

the 4th grade participated under the supervision of 

their science teacher Mrs Rania Kaloti. In 

appreciation of their efforts during the competition, 

the Elementary School Principal, Mrs Basima Khoury, 

thanked the children and provided them with a medal 

Mrs Basima Khoury, Elementary School Principal (left) 
 and Mrs Kaloti, with participating 4

th
 grade students 
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and wished them every success in future competitions.  She 

also thanked the teachers for their hard work, supervisors 

of the projects for encouraging the children and coaching 

them during such a special event.  

 

Reading Week at the Elementary school kicked off on 

May 5th where children were provided with Arabic and 

English books as a way of encouraging both boys and girls 

to read.  

 

On May 14th, the 

Elementary School’s 

Scout Group had its final event of the year.   Revived in 2014, the 

scout group has participated in several events through the playing of 

band music by its Percussion Band team.  

 

The school organised a special trip to Ramat Gan park as a fun way of 

concluding the year and thank the children for their diligent work during 

the work and participation in the shows during the school year.  

 

 

St George’s School in Jerusalem is one of the educational institutions of the 

Diocese of Jerusalem; established in year 1899 and currently serves more than 

900 students grades KG-12 (young men and women) from Jerusalem and 

its suburbs.   

 

 

Eagle View from the Arab Evangelical Episcopal School Ramallah 
 

By Mr Najeh Abu Shamsieh, Educator  

 
America's Unofficial Ambassadors and School-2-School partnership with the Wheatley 

Education Campus in Washington DC:  

 

Two teachers and trainers from America's Unofficial 

Ambassadors participating in the School to School program 

visited our school from 1- 9 May.  

 

Ms. Asante Johnson and Ms. Tanesha Dixon from Howard 

Bishop M.S. Gainesville, FL and Wheatley Education Campus 

Washington, D.C. conducted training sessions for AEES 

English and science teachers: topics included classroom 

management, planning and using technology in teaching.  

They also visited classes, held some extracurricular activities 

with students 5th to the 9th grades. This comes as part of a 

twining program in which our school has been participating through this school year and students were 

engaged in pen pal letters, Skype and Facebook meetings. 

 

 

 

 

 

Second grade students reading in class 

Students and teachers play in Ramat Gan 
Park 
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Voluntary work with Ramallah Municipality:  

 

AEES pays great attention to involving students in 

community and voluntary work were they need to do 

some work inside the school community, and other 

work hours with the local community.  

 

AEES’s students participated in cleaning the streets 

and neighbouring lands around the School in 

cooperation with Ramallah’s Municipality. Students 

also participated in organizing the annual Marathon 

that the Municipality conducts for humanitarian 

purposes, the Marathon final ceremony is hosted by 

the School. 

 
 

 
 

The Graduation of 2015 Tawjihi class:  
On May 9th May Under the patronage of the Most Rev. 

Archbishop Suheil Dawani, , AEES graduated 76 students of its 

academic and vocational streams - Science, Literature, Hotel 

Management and IT.   

 

Archbishop Dawani greeted the audience and addressed the 

graduates to encourage them to continue be good models of 

love, tolerance and accepting the other as they continue their 

journeys. 

-  
Junior Achievement Competition:  

 
As part of it social and community participation, AEES 

nominated the 11th graders to participate in the World Junior 

achievement competition, the Palestinian copy (Injaz Falasteen).  

 

Our students won the first prize for the social responsibility on 

the national level of West Bank and Gaza strip. 

 
   

 
For more pictures of AEES’s different activities follow us on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000622690748&fref=ts 

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000622690748&fref=ts
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From our parishes 
 

Christ Church / Nazareth 

Rev. Nael Abu Rahmoun, Parish Priest  

Nazareth  

 

Greetings to all our newsletter friends from the City of our Lord’s Incarnation, Nazareth! 

The city where the Angel Gabriel brought the good news to the Virgin Mary; and the place 

where the Word became flesh. 

 

The month of May was quite a busy and exciting time of the year with many parish 

activities, celebrations and feasts in our parish.   

 

As part of the “Local Pilgrims in the Land” series for this month we have organized a special day tour for our 

parishioners to Tiberias and surrounding area. What a wonderful day it has been: we walked with Jesus 

through his town Capernahum, on the shores of the lake of the Galilee and visited the different churches, re-

lived beatitudes as spoken by Jesus himself and stood on the lake side where St Peter has become the Primate!  

 

What a spiritual renewal journey. We then concluded the day with a wonderful St Peter’s fish on the shores of 

Tiberias.  

 

During this month’s celebrations we have been blessed by the 

presence of many pilgrims’ groups, visitors who came from 

different parts of the world including UK, USA, Canada, 

Australia, Nigeria to be with us.  

 

We have had the pleasure to celebrate the Holy Eucharist with 

retired Bishop of Oxford, John Pritchard and the group that 

accompanied him to the Holy Land; also we were pleased to 

celebrate Eucharist with visitors from the St. George's College 

course.   

 

For us, local Christians, “the living stones of the Holy Land”, we 

appreciate our dear visitors who are eager not only to 

celebrate the Eucharist with us but to want to meet and learn more about our ministry and daily lives and the 

different challenges and joys that we live day in and day out.  

 

Our Church is open every day from 9.00 – 13.00 and as we say in Arabic “Ahlan Wasahlan” (welcome) 

 

For more updates about Christ Church and activities, look for us on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/christchurchnazareth 

 

Christ Church Anglican church in Nazareth started its ministry in the city year as early as 1851; currently serves more   

families in the Nazareth and nearby villages and cities.  

https://www.facebook.com/christchurchnazareth
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Pray with Us: 
 

+  For all our Educational Institutions, that their Mission continues faithfully and strongly to serve 

children in this region, especially those with special needs who are some of the most vulnerable; that 

these Institutions nurture them to become the community leaders of tomorrow. 

 

+  For children participating in Summer Camps across our parishes and institutions in the West Bank, 

Galilee and Jordan;  
 

 

 

More stories and information are available at: www.j-diocese.org Email enquiries to: info@j-diocese.org 

Donations may be sent to: The Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem, PO Box 19122, Jerusalem, 91191  

 

The Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem, a diocese of the worldwide Anglican Communion, extends 

over five countries, including Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Palestine and Israel, within the Province of 

Jerusalem and the Middle East. There are 27 parishes that minister to the needs of their 

communities, centered on the Cathedral Church of St. George the Martyr in Jerusalem. The 

church supports 33 institutions, which include hospitals, clinics, kindergartens and schools, 

vocational training programs, as well as institutions for the deaf, the disabled and the elderly, 

reaching out to interfaith neighbors in mutual respect and cooperation.   
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